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Just as according to the old saying "the proof of the pudding is
in its eating" , the true test of evangelism can be measured by the
tangible results it may realize. In speaking to His disciples Jesus
puts the emphasis on spiritual fruitage as the true stamp of their
discipleship: "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit and that your
fruit shoiild remain. . . "^ So, the true spirit of evangelical Chris
tianity is not found in the development of new forms of worship or
in the revisions of a ritual. Organizational machinery without the
oil of theHoly Spirit frequently results in a harvest of chaff without
the wheat.
It is rather evident that we are living in a world of confused
ideas, conflicting views, ambiguous terms and Lll-definedpuig)oses.
This is true not only of the world at large, but also of that segment
of it, which we very broadly designate as Christendom. The very
breadth of Christendom militates against clear objectives. Neither
cathoUcity nor ecumenicity, the two most currently popular ideas,
necessarily mean spirituality. Exactly the opposite is frequently
the case. The religious hierarchy of Roman Catholicism is pre
occupied with ineffective dogmas and irrelevant liturgical routines,
while, on the other hand, liberal Protestantism is trying desperately
to salvage itself from total theological disintegration. Both are
void of the evangelistic spirit and neither one has much to offer to
a hungry heart that is disturbed by sin.
True Evangelism and Evangelicalism are Inseparable
In the Ught of the conditions we have noted above, we find our:-
selves compeHed to turn to what is properly called evangelical
Christianity vath its implicit zeal for souls and compassion for the
lost. As to the relation of any creed to Christ and His cross, Dr.
E. T. Clark has clearly pointed out: "It is not how many creeds I
can subscribe to but how deeply I catch His passion and share the
same with men."^ It was said of Goforth, the well-known mis
sionary, that "when he found his own soul needed Jesus Christ, it
became a passion with him to take Jesus Christ to every soul. "^
^john ij:i6
2The Missionary Imperative, Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., p. 84
3R. Goforth, Goforth of China, McLillan and Stewart Ltd., Toronto
Canada, p. 31
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It is thus evident that evangelism is contrary to the views of
some, not a nuisance, but a necessity. It is a way of escape from
false religious piety. Similarly, it is not a mould but a movement,
a compelling urge, a consuming passion for the salvation of the
lost. Furthermore, it is not an organizational procedure but a
spiritual organism in action. As such, it is definitely not a receding
faith but a proceeding force , born of an inward glance , inspired by
an upward gaze and moved by an outward look. Trixly, "the fields
are white and ready unto harvest." The time is ripe and we are
conscious of an impelling need for another crusade for Christ and
for souls.
We find ourselves confronted with this urgent question: "Is the
church ready to accept this challenge and to discharge its duty?"
If it is ready, then much remains to be done. The church must re
capture its objective by beconung evangelical and evangelistic; it
must restore its former glory by recapturing the pioneer spirit of
the former days. It must re-vitalize its organization and re-kindle
its fires on the altar of Christian service and soul-winning. Dr. A.
J. Gordon puts it thus: "Whether the one be hi^-bom or low-bom,
he must be re-bom before he can enter the kingdom of God. "^
While inPhiladelphia last summer, I read an account in a news
paper of a woman who gave birth to triplets who were subsequently
named Mark, Luke and John. What an inspiring trio of sons! But
their father was not quite that fortunate; his name was Billl Can
anything be done for him? The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is
fully capable of changing both the name and the man. "The Gdspel
is adequate because it turns bitterness into blessing by reinstating
God in the hmnan life. "^
Basic Presuppositions
There are certain presuppositions basic to evangelical Chris
tianity which should resolve themselves in a kind of evangelistic
spirit which would compel the church to go out and "seek and save
that which is lost".
First, God is love. Because of this "He commendethHis love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."^
The love of God which was " shed abroad in our hearts" through
Jesus Christ, must inspire our love for others.
Second, as John, the disciple, tells us, "God is light and inHim
4The Holy Spirit in Missions, Fleming H. Revell, New York. p. 135.
5A. J. Moore, Central Certainties, Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn.
p. 5.
6Rffmans ;:8
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is no darkness at all. " It is to His disciples that Jesus said on
one occasion, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness."^ On another occasion He said, "Ye
are the light of the world. "^ In other words, by the very virtue of
our discipleshipwe must seek to dispel darkness of sin from troubled
human hearts through the ministry of the Word of God.
Third, from the Word ofGod we know that God is life. "He that
has the^Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath notlife. " Life without Him has in reality no meaning and no satis
fying positive content. Should we fail to make Him known to the
world it shall continue to wander in the darkness of sin and in the
despair of soul. The Saviour must have kept this in mind when He
said, before His departure, "ye shaU be witnesses unto me.""'^-'^
So, it is essential that we see that the light of the Gospel con
tinues to shine in the darkness through the ministers of the Word,
evangelists, pastors, teachers and personal witnesses of Christ.
Evangelism and an evangelist are inseparable. To be a disciple of
Christ means to be a soul-winner, as a vital part of witnessing for
Him. Regardless of the type of the evangelism, the task remains
the same: it is "to set the captive free". In order to be effective,
evangelism must become "personal" with aU of us. In a sense, we
are all "evangeUsts" , all "witnesses", all "soul-winners" if we are
possessed by the spirit and the compassion of Christ.
Specific Instances
Now, to be more specific. What are the evidences for the ef
fectiveness of evangelism? Does it really produce results? Can
we put our hands on something that is tangible, observable, some
thing that is real? Indeed, we can! The historical evidence is
there and it is reaUy overwhelming. But because of the limitations
of space it would be impossible for us to survey in any detail of the
accompUshments of the grace of God in the hearts of men through
the ministry of the apostles, the church fathers, the spiritual re
formers, the mystics, the theologians, the pastors, the evangeUsts,
and the servants of God in aU the walks of Ufe. Biographies of
great evangeUsts, accounts of great revivals, accompUshments of
some outstanding individual soul-winners, are aU avaUable to any
serious investigator. We are primarUy concerned here to show
that effective evangeUsm can be carried on without a big organiza
tion, with a very smaU amount of pubUcity, on a limited scale but
7/John i:j
Sjobn 8:12
9Matthew j:i4
10/John }:iz
^ IActs i:8
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with limitless results in the hiunan heart. Even though, not aU are
great evangelists or recognized soul-winners, all may be instru
ments in bringing someone to Christ. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
is a good news to every needy heart.
The author of this article can verify the reality of the trans
forming grace of God in his own heart. It happened on the mission
field ... in China . . , among Russian refugees. It was the case
of a refugee embittered in spirit, sad and demoralized in heart,
away from home, destitute and hungry. But, as is true in aU cases,
man's extremity became God's opportunity. Providentially, I was
lead into a little mission hall, operated by American Methodists,
where a full Gospelwas preachedunder the power andunction of the
Holy Spirit. It was there where I repented of my sins and accepted
Jesus Christ as my personalSaviour. The light ofGod broke through:
It broke through the darkness of sin, through sorrow and despair,
through the ignorance and prejudice of Catholicism, through the
empty shell of a nominal Christianity, through the outward crust of
a shallow profession, into my very heart and caused it to become
"strangely warmed," The Lord Jesus became the Saviour of my
soul. The simple Gospel of our Saviour's love and forgiveness,
spoken in a simple manner, from simple and sincere faith, even
though spoken by ordinary men, produced extraordinary results in
my heart, I was saved from sin. God spoke peace to my heart. I
knew it then and I know it now. I know that He saved me to serve
others, to preach, to teach, to evangelize, to be a witness to the
saving power of Christ. This witness for God has been going on for
over thirty years and He has always been true and faithfiU. The
grace of God is sufficient! Let no one think that this is one of those
exceptional cases to be found only now and then. God is not a re
specter of persons, as we shall presently see.
Suppose we take a case of an atheistic communist who was a
Red Army man and an ardent supporter of the anti-religious pro
gram. He came to our mission, and, in the very first service, the
Gospel truth pierced his heart with an arrow of conviction. He
"came to himself' and "repented in sackcloth and ashes. " What a
joy it was to me to witness the transformation of his heart and life
A report came to us through the Christian underground move
ment, of a young communist leader who became a Christian and an
effective soul-winner. Shortly after that, the communists arrested
and exiled him to Siberia. But for him it was just another mission
field and an opportunity to witness for Christ. For instance, when
on one occasion, lectures on atheism and dialectical materialsim
were announced, to be followed by a discussion on religion and
atheism, he was there-on hand, willing and eager to participate.
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What a golden opportunity for witnessing to the saving power of
God, he felt! So, unfailingly at the end of each lecture he gave an
hiunble testimony to God's saving and keeping power, inspiring his
listeners to such an extent that they were eager to hear his testi
mony every night at the end of the lecture. Communist threaten-
ings failed to stop the glowing testimony of this faithful servant of
God. One night at the end of the regular lecture he gave his usual
testimony, probably his last one. Sure enough, at midnight three
men came to his house and the next morning he was found by the
rail-road track, with his face in the snow, with his Bible under his
arm, and . . . with a bullet-hole in his head. But, what of it?
This is not a tragic end, but a glorious beginning. "The blood of
the martyrs is the seed of the church. "
Someone may ask: "Does it pay to preach? To evangelize?
To support nussions?" As you can see for yourself, one soul like
the one of this young Christian martyr is worth aU the effort, while
only in eternity Itself, shaU we be able to folly grasp, by His help,
the full significance of eternal salvation. The grace of God is suf
ficient and can effectively sustain us in the day of trial.
Just now I am thinking of two Russian men who were working
with me as life guards on the Life -Saving Station on one of the
Chinese rivers. Both of them were chronic drunkards. One was
literally consumed by alcohol and went to a premature grave at the
early age of twenty-five. The other man was closely following in
his footsteps until something intervened. That "something" was the
Gospel truth concerning sin and salvation. A friend of mine went
frequentiy to talk to him about the need of the Saviour. Many hours
were spent thus but seemingly to no avail. One night, on his usual
mission, this minister friend of mine found this object of his sin
cere concern under a stairway in a school-house, so drunk that he
could hardly utter an intelligible word. Was there anything he
could do about it? "The Spirit of the Lord" seemed as it were to
"come upon him" and in righteous indignation against the sins of
this man, he proceeded to give him a regular physical thrashing
right under the stairway. But when the smoke of the conflict had
cleared away, the nunister was found on his knees in the middle of
the floor praying for the poor wretched soul of the drunkard and
the drunkard was on that same floor confessing his own sins to God
and in agony of his soul, pleading for mercy and forgiveness. "But"
someonewill say, "this is such an un-orthodoxprocedure!" Granted,
butwho are we to questionGod's wisdom in dealings with men. "His
ways are past finding out." The fact remains, the drunkard was
saved that very night; and for over thirty years has been a faithful
minister of this Gospel that saved him, reaching many other needy
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souls. Yes, the grace of God is sufficient even in a case like that.
The Gospel of our Lord JesusChrist proved itself the power of God
unto salvation.
Several years ago, as a pastor in the SouthGeorgiaConference,
I held a revival meeting in my own church. The Spirit of the Lord
graciously visited us and blessed our efforts. Conviction was
strong, hearts were melted. The people became hungry for the
truth. Sin seemed black and ugly and God's grace so very wonder
ful! Many came to the altar, but among others, I remember es
pecially one. He was a man of about fifty years of age. He had a
wife and a child, but no happiness was in his home for he was an
alcoholic. As the invitation went forth with repeated pleadings for
surrender to God, this man stood there inhis pew with agonywritten
all over his face. Could there be any hope for him? He had tried
everything in the catalog in many attempts to break this hold of this
evil habit, but every time he had failed miserably. Could God save
him? As the end of the invitation approached, he suddenly left his
seat, came forward and knelt at the altar, only to rise again with
joyful heart and a triumphant look. God did set him free. I watched
him carefully. Having joined my church, he became a faithful
steward and a fervent worker in the Kingdom. For these many
years I have watched his beautiful Christian spirit. Is not he also
a miracle of God's grace?
Occasionally you will hear of a so-called "hopeless case", any
spiritual approach to him being seemingly impossible. Even in the
writer's limited ministry there were instances in which by all the
appearances, an irresistible force ofGod's convicting truth met an
immovable object of man's stubborn opposition to the will of Grod.
But such was not the case , for one soon finds out that "the things
that are impossible with men, are possible with God".
The writer came face to face with such cases in camp meet
ings in Georgia. In one of them, three of us served as preachers,
taking turns in preaching throughout the camp schediile. The atten
dance was good and the people were responding to the call of the
Gospel. There was one young man present in that congregation
which attracted our attention. He was a chronic seeker at every
service. Morning, afternoon or night, for seven days in succession
he led the way to the altar, making twenty-one trips to the altar
during the camp meeting. Was he one of those "impossible" cases?
All of the preachers and personal workers had done their best to
help him, but no success crowned their sincere efforts. They
prayed, they read the Bible to him, they pointed out to him God's
promises, they sang, they stayed with him hour after hour, but no
victory came. He prayed, he cried and confessed but left the place
of seeking time and again with a crushing burden upon his lonely
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heart, only to come back for prayer during the next scheduled
service.
At long last, we decided to invite him to our preacher's tent
and there, again lying down in the middle of the floor he cried out
to God for mercy. "God have mercy on me. O God, have mercy
on me!" Finally, the Spirit of the Lord moved upon this writer's
heart to do something desperate. We turned his face upward and
held him there in that position so that he could not bury his face in
his hands. Then I said: "You stop crying! God will never answer
your prayer, unless you stop repenting and begin believing. All
things are possible to him that believeth and without faith it is im
possible to please God. Can not you believe in God and believe in
Him now?" There was a moment of quietness, then an earnest look
upward, a peacefiil smile and a deep sigh of relief . . . The work
was done! Reconciliation was effected. The "impossible" became
a reality, an assurance, an experience, a verifiable fact of the
transforming grace of God.
It is with great reluctance that thewritermustbring this modest
article to a close with this one final instance. Again, the occasion
was a camp meeting service. The sermon emphasized believing
God's promises and by faith appropriating God's blessings. In the
midst of the invitation the Spirit of God whispered: "Go and talk to
those two men and invite them to come to the altar for prayer. " I
immediately obeyed. The first man came at once and as the other
man wasqxiite a distance away from the platform, the writer started
making his way toward him, but to his surprise, he saw that this
man was himself starting forward before the personal invitation
could be issued. It was a wonderful verification of the correctness
of the impression upon the evangelist to go out and bring him in.
The man came walking on his crutches slowly and calmly until he
reached the altar, where withgreat difficulty he knelt and gave him
self to earnest, but silent prayer. The after-service came and was
dismissed with hearts being blessed, but the man continuedpraying
. . . Then, suddenly he got up and said: "Lord, I believe thy pro
mise and I thank Thee for healing me. "
Perhaps a word of explanation wlQ be in order. He was a
well-known and weU-liked man in the camp. For fourteen years he
hadbeen coming there, spending much tune inprayer and testimony,
but he was completely incapacitated by a crippling case of rheiuna-
tism. His limbs were completely drawn together and he could walk
only by throwing his entire body forward with the support of the
crutches. He seemed really a hopeless case, but . . . was he?
"Lord, I thank you for healing me!" He rose up from the al
tar, neatly placed his crutches together on the altar-raU and stood
there upright for a few moments . . . Then, he took a short step
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forward, the first step in fourteen years . . , then another one,
just a little wider , . . and a third, this time a fuU-sized step,
and . . . what happened after that is difficult to describe! With a
shout of joy and in a state of indescribable happiness, he rushed
forward to meet his waiting wife and together with her he wept and
rejoiced and praised God and shouted and exhorted! He was in
stantly cured of rhexunatism in response to the Gospel message of
faith in the promise of God.
It is the writer's firm conviction, based on studies and obser
vations, as well as on personal experiences in soul-winning, that
the hope of the Christian movement today, in its attempt to lead
the people and the nations out of the present conditions of turmoil,
bitterness and international hatred is found in that positive, direct,
urgent and sympathetic presentation of Christ to the problems of
the heart of humanity, for which evangelism is so fittingly adapted.
"There is a balm in GUead." There is a solution to our problems.
Christ has ever been and still is the answer � Christ presented
with sincerity and directness to the hearts and conscience of be
wildered and groping men and women.
